How big is your flight-test area?

Question: What size and location of
flight test area can | have?

Answer: Obviously everyone wants
the largest area they can get. I've even
been asked: “Can I get a corridor from
my home airport to Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin?” The answer to that is probably
going to be, “No!”

Although the FAA guideline is a
25-n.m. radius from the home airport,
that is not always practical with today’s
modern amateur-built aircraft. For
example, a Glasair IIT with a 25-n.m.
radius would have the pilot constantly
flying in circles. On the other hand,
such a radius is perfectly suitable for a
Light Sport/ultralight aircraft where
the cruise speed is about 75 mph. So
the test area must be suited to the type
of aircraft. The FAA has given DARs
some latitude in this area as long as we
use common sense.

Another point: The test area does not
have to be centered on the home airport.
For example, if your home airport is at
the edge of Class B airspace, you may
pick a point farther away from that air-
space as long as your home airport is still
within the designated area. Remember,
you are not allowed inside Class A or
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B airspace during Phase I of your flight
testing. Every DAR will have personal
standards for a certain speed of air-
craft. If you wish a deviation from these
standards, you must coordinate with
the DAR before the inspection. For
example, with the RV series of aircraft, I
typically give a 75-n.m. radius from the
home airport plus a couple of airports
outside this area. Airports outside the
normal radius are sometimes requested
for a paint shop or transponder certifica-
tion that may not be available within the
assigned area. These airports must still
be within a reasonable distance, and you
will only be allowed a straightline cor-
ridor to them.

One critical factor is that the test
area may not be over densely populated
areas, and you must be able to make a
safe emergency landing in the event of a
power failure without hazard to persons
or property. If the aircraft is located at
an airport that does not have an entry/
exit route that avoids densely populated
areas, the DAR must deny the appli-
cation until the aircraft is moved to
another more suitable airport.

Occasionally I get a request for a two-
part Phase I where the applicant wants

4

Your approved Phase | flight-test area

will be defined by specific points and,
depending upon where you're based,
might be a circle around the airport or
something more complex.

to relocate the aircraft during this phase.
Maybe he built his aircraft at a builder’s
assistance center and wants to take the
aircraft to his home base. While this is
a possibility, it is rare, and the reason
and practicality of the request must be
thoroughly discussed beforehand. Also,
if this involves changing to the juris-
diction of another FSDO, all FSDOs
involved must approve of the plan. T

Please send your questions for DAR
Asberry ro editorial @kitplanes.com with
Ask the DAR” in the subject line.
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service or kit in the
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classified section.

See the back pages of this
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3 types of ads. One will
surely meet your needs.

Call 717-433-7985 or
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Military Style Stick Grip

oo Comfortable, ergonomic design

oo Right and Left hand models

oo Tactile response switches
oo [Jp to 13 functions in six switches
oo (ustomizable switch configurations
oo Fits stick diameters from 5/8" to 1-3/8"
oo Comes custom wired for only $175
oo Fighter heritage, Top Gun attitude
oo Increased safety by having functions at your fingertips

See website for HOS information & order form:
www.InfinityAerospace.com

www.groveaircraft.com OR - Send a long SASE to:

1800 Joe Crosson Dr
El Cajan, CA 92020
(B19) 562-1268

INFINITY Aerospace
P. O. Box 12275, Dept. KP
El Cajon, CA 92022

Grove

Airroroff Landing Gear Systermns
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CNC in Your Shop
1100 Ibs Iron, Ground Ballscrews,

5000 RPM Spindle. Available accessories
include probe, high speed spindle,
tapping heads, lathe, and more.
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3 axis mill
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www.tormach.com

2180CC
76 HP
154 LBS.
Single or Dual lgnition
22 Amp Alternator

GREAT PLAINS AIRCRAFT
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Cataloe: $4.00 US = 58.00 Overseas
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Aviation Oxygen Systems
FastBuild Built-In Kits

for complete
Custom Installations
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KITPLANES Bookstore now stocks
the entire collection of Zenith CH601
and CH701 construction videos by
Homebuilt Help. In addition we offer
Zenith Starter kits, Start-to-Finish Kits
and a wide range of books, eBooks
and videos covering basic shop
skills, sheet metal work, engine
installation, electrical and avionics
systems installations, painting and
corrosion control, legal issues,
through your test flight, ongoing
maintenance and building your own
flying skills; KITPLANES bookstore
offers the world’s largest selection of
everything you need to get the job
done right.

FREE
SHIPPING

on US orders over
$50

In High-Duration Oxygen Systems

Phone (800) 237-6902 « www.aerox.com

www.KITPLANESbooks.com

800 780-4115
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The Intelligent Choice
in Trim Controllers

Safely-Trim

dgiel BT RV TrTam

* Resolves runaway trim issues
* High/Low speed trim control
* Simplified trim wiring

www.tcwtech.com 610-390-7195

email:
TCW TECHNOLOGIES, LLC. support@tcwtech.com

THE MOSQUITO ULTRALIGHT
HELICOPTER

THE ULTIMATE ULTRALIGHT!!

wiww, innovatorech.ca
masguito@innovatortech.ca
~ [s09yEEs-010

&

Open Frame (Uitralight Mosguito)
Enclosed with Skids (Homebuilt Mosquito XE)
Enclosed with Floats (Litralight Mosquito XEL)

INNOVATOR TECHNOLOGIES
Box 17, Site 17, RRG
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2P 2G6

CUSTOMIZE OUR GRIP
FOR YOUR AIRCRAFT
o

Easy Installation

Comfortable

Rocker{shown) or
push button trigger style

Thumb Switches: Push
Button, Toggle &lor
4-Way Trim

Fit to 5/B™ thru 1-1/8" sticks
Maxt day shipping for

wirtually any configuration
you desine

Flight Grip. 7

541-B38-0533
Fax: 541-938-T242

B12 Jacquelyn 5t
Millan-Freswater,
Oregon 97862
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~A|RFLOW PERFORMANCE
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Aircraft Multi-point Fuel Injection

Operates all engines from 65 to 800 HP
Applications for V6/V8 engines

Manual Mixture Control

Bolt on Kits for Lycoming Engines

No Carburetor heat required

Instant throttle response

All Mechanical, No Electronics
Increases mid-range HP

Approved for Aerobatic use

Compatible with all Fuels

Precise Fuel Metering under all conditions

111 Airflow Drive
Spartanburg, SC 29306

(864) 576-4512

(864) 576-0201 (Fax)
www.airflowperformance.com
Email: airflow2@bellsouth.net
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